
Supplies

Laptop               Pencils                Highlighters                 1" Binder                Looseleaf Paper

Be curious!Be confident! Be persistent! Be engaged!

MMACHS 25-26 Freshman Cornerstone
Mr. Burns Leavitt

Leavitt.Burns@westada.org
Office (208) 855-4075

Course Description

Freshman Cornerstone is designed to help incoming MMACHS students learn and practice the skills
necessary to successfully navigate the academic rigor of our school and beyond. Units will typically be two to
three weeks in length, highlighting a specific skill that all Guardian Knights must master.  These units may
include but are not limited to:

  1. MMACHS Basics    2. Note Taking    3. Learning for Success    4. Real vs Fake Learning 
  5. Test Taking Skills   6. Time Management Skills    7. Soft Skills     8. Research Skills    9. Academic Writing

To help students achieve these standards, time will periodically be set aside for
organization, studying, and homework completion. During this time, known as
“Cornerstone Time”, students will be expected to be actively engaged in
academic activities.

Grading Scale

100% - 90% = A
89% - 80% = B
79% - 70% = C

69% - 0% = WIP
(Work in Progress)

Grades will be given on a competency basis. Students will be expected to demonstrate their grasp of a skill in
order to receive credit on assignments/assessments. This class will be graded on an accumulative point-
based system.

Cornerstone Time:

Course Grading

Learning and Cooperation: 
The main class rules are from the philosophers Conan O’Brien (“Try Hard. Be
Kind.”) and Ted Lasso via Walt Whitman (“Be Curious, Not Judgmental”). 
-Translation: Do your best and treat everyone with respect.
-Come to class prepared to learn. 
-Stay on task.
-During class discussions, one person speaks at a time. Listen to whoever has
the floor-no side talk.
-Be a positive part of class, rather than a disruption.

Grading Weights
There will be three grading
categories for the class. 

Assessments - 40%
Final Exam - 10$
Assignments - 40%
Participation - 10%



Behavior

Every day is a new adventure. Be curious, be brave, and never stop learning!

Attendance & Tardies

Missing or late work that is not the result of an absence will be accepted at the discretion of Mr. Leavitt.
Communication as soon as possible is key. I will work with you, but I cannot work with you if I do not know
what is going on.

Missing and Late Work:

Attendance and Participation:
Attendance at class sessions is considered critical for learning and understanding the course content.
Participation is more than just showing up for the class. Please communicate with me if you are
struggling, I am happy to work with you to ensure your success in my class. 

Behavior: 
You are accountable for your behavior. We strive for mutual respect in our classroom at all times. In the event
that mutual respect does not occur, we follow the behavior policies in your MMACHS Student Handbook.
Specific behavioral rules are below:

1. Cell Phones – Students are not to have cellphones visible during direct instruction time. This includes
during lectures, videos, or presentations by other students. Students who cannot regulate their own
cellphone behavior during direct instruction will be subject the MMACHS school wide cellphone
intervention policy.

2.  Academic Dishonesty – There is a zero-tolerance policy on academic dishonesty. Student work that is
found to be completed in a dishonest manner will receive a 0% on the assignment, with potential additional
punishment as it pertains to the MMACHS student handbook. 

3.  AI Policy/Procedures – There are a myriad of appropriate ways to utilize Artificial Intelligence in your
education. Using it to complete your assignments for you in a manner that eliminates your own
responsibility to think and retain information for yourself will be treated as academic dishonesty.

4.  Food – I do not mind if students have food in my room, but food should only be consumed during non-
instructional time. Please do not bring in your breakfast to first block or lunch to third block.

Community Service
At Meridian Medical Arts Charter High School (MMACHS), we believe in the importance
of students giving back to the community while also developing strong character. As
part of our commitment to fostering service leadership and responsible, compassionate
individuals, each freshman student is required to complete 20 hours of community
service by December 10th, 2025. MMACHS students are, of course, encouraged to
continue providing community service throughout their lives.

Freshman Cornerstone Presentation:
The final exam in the Freshman Cornerstone class will be a presentation that reflects the student's
community service experience. This presentation will be graded using a rubric, and one component of
the rubric will be based on the completion of the required 20 hours. A student that does not complete
the required 20 hours will be negatively impacted by this component of the rubric. The weighting and
grading associated with the rubric will be determined by the teacher of the Freshman Cornerstone
class.

https://www.meridianmedicalartscharter.org/_files/ugd/ac62b1_24840f54b9c249b39f0a0a3e3f58ece3.pdf

